Positive memories of biology and geography teachers reflected in pre-service teachers’ views of an ideal teacher

Literature acknowledges that pre-service teachers’ memories of their past might influence how they see their future as teachers, and thus on the construction of their teacher identity. However, we know little about the nature of how pre-service teachers’ memories of their own schoolteachers correspond with their views of the ideal teacher, particularly regarding specific subject disciplines, such as biology and geography. This study addresses this correspondence and the significance of pre-service teachers’ memories of their teachers for their views of the ideal teacher. Narratives from three pre-service elementary teachers reveal that positive memories of biology and geography teachers and future-oriented reflection connect their past and the ideal teacher. The findings suggest that just one positive memory can have far-reaching significance. In addition, their views of the ideal teacher were found not to be subject-specific. Finally, suggestions for teacher education are presented.

*Corresponding author: A. Pellikka
Ph.D. Candidate
Faculty of Education, University of Oulu, P.O. Box 2000, FINLAND-90014 
E-mail: anne.pellikka@oulu.fi
Phone: +358 445340805

S. Lutovac
Ph.D., Post-doc researcher
Faculty of Education, University of Oulu, P.O. Box 2000, FINLAND-90014 
e-mail: sonja.lutovac@oulu.fi

R. Kaasila
Ph.D., Professor of Teacher Education
Faculty of Education, University of Oulu, P.O. Box 2000, FINLAND-90014 
raimo.kaasila@oulu.fi
[bookmark: _GoBack]Anne Pellikka (PhD Candidate) is a university teacher in didactics of biology, geography and health education in Faculty of Education, University of Oulu. Her research interests are in the fields of biology, geography and environmental studies in the context of teacher education. Currently she focuses on exploring teacher identity development in subject-specific settings.
Sonja Lutovac (PhD) is a post-doctoral researcher in the Faculty of Education, University of Oulu. Her research interests are in the domains of mathematics and teacher education, with the focus on identity development and affective domain in mathematics education, as well as the use of narrative inquiry. 
Raimo Kaasila (PhD) is a professor of teacher education in the Faculty of Education, University of Oulu. His main research areas are pre-service teachers’ beliefs and identity formation during teacher education, as well as affective domain and the use of narrative and rhetorical methods in teacher and mathematics education. 
​ 

