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Abstract: 
Despite an increased focus on sustainable development, many teachers still report a lack of competencies in how to teach these complex issues. Within environmental education there has been a tradition of using the local environment as a learning arena, but there is insufficient empirical research on school-based practice and therefore uncertainty about the scope, the content and how this can be adapted to education for sustainable development. This study analyses teachers' justifications for the use of local environment as learning arena to enhance students' action competence for sustainable development. In the result from analysing semi-structured interviews with teachers (6th-9th grade) occur four categories as particularly important for teachers' justifications: 1) exemplification of various perspectives of sustainable development, 2) authentic and concrete learning, 3) opportunity for action and 4) affective influences. The teachers' justifications correspond well with key factors identified in literature as important to enhance students' action competence for sustainable development.
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