Palaeontology as an educational discipline – a reintroduction of a historical science for improving scientific pluralism

[bookmark: _Toc277352960][bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: Science education frequently portrays science as a monolithic and mainly experimental endeavour. Here, we argue that to counteract this simplistic conception of science, a reintroduction of the historically oriented sciences is in order. To this end, we analyse the nature of palaeontology and its educational relevance with regard to its ability to represent a historically oriented science. Using Kuhn’s disciplinary matrix, we deconstruct palaeontology into elements for educational purposes, and subsequently examine how issues such as scientific process, historical vignettes, authentic objects and narratives make the dissemination of palaeontology especially engaging for learners in and out of school. Including palaeontology in science education, we argue, encourages diversity, pluralism, and public interest towards science in general. 
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