The Benefits of the German Science Project 

‘Vivid Biology’ 

Abstract: Science and technology have a huge impact on all areas of today’s society. Also, industrialised countries’ economies are highly dependent on scientific progress which in turn makes them rely on well-educated and trained people. However, the 2000 PISA study shows poor results for German students’ scientific literacy and scientists expect a shortage of 330,000 university graduates by 2013 in Germany alone. In order to raise the children’s and young adults’ interest in science and motivate them to become scientists, Dr Claas Wegner initiated the project ‘Vivid Biology’ in 2009. During workshops at university, participating pupils have the opportunity to experience and 'grasp' scientific phenomena through conducting their own experiments in a motivating way. This article describes the project and its beneficial aspects enabling pupils from regional schools to experience biology in a vivid and direct way during science workshops at university laboratories. 
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