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Table 2. Gender differences of interest principal components. Mean difference between females and males for each principal component reflecting students’ interest in science and technology. A positive mean difference means that the mean value of the component score was significantly higher for females. Components with statistical significant (p < 0.01) differences are shown in italics.
	Interest Principal Component
	Mean difference
	
	p-value

	Body and health
	.933
	
	.000

	Astronomy and wonder
	–.171
	
	.035

	Violence, war and weapon
	–.745
	
	.000

	Farming and ecology
	.029
	
	.724

	Everyday technology
	–.587
	
	.000

	New Age
	.594
	
	.000

	History and philosophy of science
	–.004
	
	.964

	Earth science
	.234
	
	.004

	Animals
	–.056
	
	.489

	Beauty
	.236
	
	.004

	Environmental concern
	–.005
	
	.953

	Exercise
	.111
	
	.172

	Music
	.028
	
	.727

	Weather phenomena
	–.058
	
	.474

	Use causing illness
	.050
	
	.541

	Build and repair
	–.267
	
	.001

	Body and beauty
	.341
	
	.000
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