


Norwegian master educations in natural science for lower secondary school
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Abstract
Today most students in Norway take a four-year teacher education to work in lower secondary school. From 2017 this education will be prolonged to a five-year master education. There is an ongoing debate in Norway, regarding the structure of this new education. In 2010 UiT The Arctic University of Norway began the first integrated five-year master education for lower secondary teacher students in Norway. It seems like UiT has succeeded to link the students school practice and the education at the campus. The new education also seems to give the students higher identity and motivation towards teaching natural science. Four teacher colleges/universities in Norwegian offer a master degree in natural science and pedagogical content knowledge for teachers in lower secondary school. These master educations are considerably different in structure regarding the subjects offered and the size of the master thesis. Regardless of the structure of the future teacher education, more teachers will get a master degree and this will probably increase the quality of the school education. 
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